
From Somebody Moved My Mountain (1975). 
Garris was a primary cinematographer. The 
filmmaker’s widow reports that Garris was 
lovely to work with. Note: See briefly Banner 
Elk’s Center Theatre, which was razed in 
2012.

1. WRAL local broadcast(1950s.) Radio and 
television personality, Ted Powers hosts.

2. Commercial for Perry Como's Duke 
Children's Classic charity golf 
tournament (1975). Outtakes combined 
with complete original audio soundtrack.

Mt. Olive Pickles ad (ca. 1960s). Can anyone 
identify either actor?

Record Bar ad (1970s). Fabricated from 
original footage shot by Garris and radio 
advertisement from local WQDR for the 
screening. Sound elements for this ad were 
not in the collection.

United Fund public service announcement 
(ca. 1963-1965). Narrated by former Raleigh 
mayor James “Jim” William Reid. Reid had 
also been a staff announcer, sports director, 
and weather reporter at WPTF in Raleigh. In 
1958 he became manager of the Raleigh 
office of WTVD television station. Excerpt.

3. Camp Durant, Your Gateway to Adventure 
(ca. 1960). Produced for the Occoneechee 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America. Film 
elements shot on beautiful Kodachrome. 
Sound elements are separate. The 
complete film is available to view at the 
State Archives of North Carolina. Excerpts.

4.  “Silent Night” (1960s).. Training film for 
prison staff. According to O.B. Garris’ 
daughter, it was shown here in the state, 
and perhaps around the South.  Notes: The 

fictional main character’s name is Jim 
Garris. Other real locals play themselves: 
Judge Pretlow Winborne, then Lieutenant 
(later Captain) James Stell, and solicitor 
Henry Barnett. Also, one of the inmates was 
played by Garris’ future son-in-law! We have 
subtitled this film due to inadequate audio 
quality for a theater setting. Excerpt.

5. “Fashion Show” (1950s). Garris’ notes 
say this show aired on WNAO in conjunction 
with a live fashion show. Raleigh’s old 
department store McJoseph’s may have 
been a sponsor. Excerpt.

6. A Time for Seeking (ca. 1975). Promotional 
film for Edgar Cayce’s Association of 
Research and Enlightenment center in 
Virginia Beach. Cayce was a “new-age 
prophet” and cult leader. Excerpt.

7.  Governor James Holshouser 
inauguration festivities (January 4-5, 
1973). Holshouser was the first Republican 
candidate to be elected as governor since 
1896. The outgoing Bob Scott hands over 
the keys to the governor’s mansion. Sound 
elements are separate. Excerpts.

Dan K. Moore (and wife Jeanelle) campaign 
ad for governor (ca. 1964). Note: We have 
subtitled this film due to inadequate audio 
quality for a theater setting. Outtakes.

Bob Scott for Lieutenant Governor 
campaign ads (ca. 1964). Note: The first 
film was preserved by a National Film 
Preservation Foundation grant. The 
second is missing its audio elements. 

Local History Through 
the Camera Lens 
Highlights from: Raleigh’s own Century 

Film Studios and the work of 
cameraman O.B. Garris



Jim Hunt for Lieutenant Governor campaign 
announcement (ca. 1972). Hunt (a 
Democrat) won, and was Holshouser’s (a 
Republican) Lieutenant Governor before 
becoming Governor himself in 1977. We are 
in the Hunt Library, named in his honor. 

Governor Terry Sanford’s Christmas 
greeting to North Carolina (ca. 
1961-1965). Note: You can hear a 
cameraman or director off-stage yelling 
“Smile!” to him at the end. Outtake.

O.B. Garris? (Help us identify!)
WNAO staff photos, 1953
Courtesy of State Archives of North Carolina

8. Pullen Hall fire (1965). NCSU’s Pullen Hall 
was burned by a student arsonist in 
February 1965. The building, which was 
located where the Peele Hall parking lot is 
now, housed an auditorium, a reading room, 
and a dining hall.  (http://www.ncsu.edu/
facilities/buildings/pullen.html). Raw 
footage.

Downtown Durham (ca. 1960s). Sound 
elements are separate. Raw footage.

Share the Ride (1981). Century Films worked 
collaboratively with the Department of 
Transportation and R.J. Reynolds on a film 
promoting a ride sharing program. Shot on 
location in Winston-Salem. Note: the woman 

with the clapper is Lin/Lynn Garris, O.B.’s 
second wife and partner in Century Films 
after the late 1960s.. Sound elements are 
separate.Outtakes.

RDU Airport (ca. 1964). From a film of 
Governor Dan K. Moore on the campaign 
trail.. Sound elements are separate. 
Excerpt.

9.  North Carolina Police Information 
Network (1975). Cinematography: O.B. 
Garris; Directed by Lin Garris; Sponsored by 
North Carolina Department of Justice. Note: 
Garris’ son plays the criminal the police 
apprehend after the car chase. Excerpts.

10. Somebody Moved My Mountain (1975). 
Opening title credits. Note: Watch carefully 
for other local artists. Elon University has 
the records and film elements related to this 
film. Excerpt.

11. Wolfpack Football 1967 (1968). Note: The 
NC State football team used their "white 
shoes defense" to defeat Georgia during the 
1967 Liberty Bowl. Excerpts.

12. North Carolina State Fair (1974). This film 
was preserved by a National Film 
Preservation Foundation grant. Note: One of 
Garris’ daughters and her husband and little 
girl are the family we follow around the fair. 
Also featured: Bob Hope, Miss North 
Carolina 1973 Heather Walker, and local 
actor Homer Foil. 

MAKE SURE TO VISIT our related exhibit  
during the month of November in Hunt 
Library’s iPearl Immersion Theater!  
The exhibit features these and other 
Century films along with contextualizing 
notes and materials provided by students 
in Dr. Devin Orgeron’s graduate seminar 
in Nonfiction Media.

http://www.ncsu.edu/facilities/buildings/pullen.html

